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Course Description 

As recently as one decade ago, most governments took a hands-off approach to Big 

Tech. Viewing the sector as a driver of economic efficiency, a boon to consumers, and a 

benefit to democracy, policymakers sought to encourage the development of the digital 

platform economy and to avoid establishing ex ante regulatory rules that might limit the 

growth of the industry. Today, the political climate has changed. The largest companies 

within this sector face intense criticism and regulatory scrutiny around the world. From 

privacy to competition, taxation to democracy, policymakers and reformers have noted 

major challenges generated by digital platforms and the size and behavior of the largest 

information technology companies. The European Union has spearheaded the regulation 

of large technology firms. Now, an increasing number of other jurisdictions, including 

China and the United States, are also discussing substantial regulations.  

 

This course explores the politics of regulating Big Tech. The course will provide an 

overview of the political, economic, and technological processes that have led to the 

emergence of the ‘platform economy’ and the explosive growth of companies such as 

Google, Apple, Facebook, Apple and Microsoft. It will also introduce students to the 

‘regulatory state,’ and broader theories of regulatory governance that can be used to 

understand and evaluate state regulation in this sector. We will explore the market 

failures that have led to new regulatory initiatives, the regulatory failures that allowed 

these problems to go largely unaddressed until recently, as well as the potential problems 

and unintentional consequences that may result from new regulation. Students will 

explore the strengths and limitations of current state responses across four areas of 

policy: antitrust, consumer protection, labor regimes, and the functioning of democracy. 

Participants will draw up different scenarios for technology governance in order to think 

creatively about the issues at hand. Students in the Hochschule für Politik Master's 

program Politics & Technology may count the course toward the “Global Governance, 

Ethics, and Technology” specialization. 

Please Note: 
 

The language specification for this course is English. 

Accordingly, the readings for this course are all in English and 

the seminar discussion will be in English, too. The course paper 

must be written in English as well. 
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Learning Objectives 

 

Students will: 

 

■ be introduced to the key concepts in the field of regulatory politics and policy, 

focused in particular on technology governance, from the perspective of firms, 

civil society, and the state. 

■ gain an in-depth understanding of the potential and the limits of regulations 

and other forms of governing technology based on research in law, 

economics, political economy political science, sociology, and public policy. 

■ apply their understanding of regulatory politics and policy to concrete cases of 

recent technology governance initiatives in the EU and the US. 

■ hone their analytical skills through the application of quantitative and 

qualitative methods to the analysis of regulatory policy, technology 

governance, and related issues in ways that will leave them better prepared to 

develop an independent research project. 

■ evaluate policy and regulatory initiatives in the realm of technology 

governance according to whether the initiatives are likely to achieve their 

stated goals. 

■ Formulate ideas for public policy and regulatory initiatives in the realm of 

technology governance. 

 

Course Format and Workload Expectations 

 

The course will be organized as a 14-week seminar. The course will initially convene in-

person in room H.103 CIP-Raum, subject to HfP health rules. The format will combine a 

traditional seminar, focused on discussing key issues and questions that arise out of the 

readings, with occasional, highly interactive lectures.  

 

Students are expected to do the required readings in advance of each meeting of our 

seminar; to shape our seminar discussion through questions raised in class, as well as a brief 

presentation toward the end of the semester, and to contribute through regular participation.  

 

Student presentations will occur on February 7, 2022. Papers should be submitted to the 

instructor at chase.foster@tum.de by March 20, 2022. 

 

Readings 

 

All readings will be available online – either through the Internet, TUM Library E-

resources or on Moodle. Throughout the seminar, the instructor may supplement required 

readings with news articles and other short texts.  

 

Assessment / Grading 

 

Students’ achievement of intended learning outcomes will be assessed through a paper and 

a presentation at the end of the semester. Papers should apply the material covered in the 

course while also going beyond the assigned readings. They offer an opportunity for 

students to synthesize what they have learned throughout the course, as well as to conduct 
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original research that goes beyond the assigned literature and the topics of discussion in 

class. The final grade for the course will be based on the following components:  

 

• Research paper (80%) of 15-20 pages in length including notes and bibliography 

due on October 22nd. The topic for this paper should be agreed with the instructor 

by the end of January 2022 (preferably sooner). It can deal with any issue related to 

the course and be organized either as an in-depth critical reflection on a body of 

literature (akin to a review article) or an original research paper that examines a 

topic using either qualitative or quantitative methods. 

 

• Paper presentation (20%). A 5-8 minute presentation of your paper idea on the 

last meeting of the short course. 

 

• In addition, a “bonus” of up to 1/3 of a grade will be given for high quality 

contributions to the classroom discussion (turning a 2 into a 2+, a 2+ into a 1-, 

etc.). 

 

Collaboration Policy 

Students should feel free to discuss the issues raised by their reading or writing for the 

course with other students. However, all written work for it should be entirely your own and 

no one other than the instructor should be allowed to see the papers that you submit, the 

notes made for it, or any previous drafts of the paper. Any material used from primary or 

secondary sources should be appropriately footnoted and direct quotations identified as 

such, using established citation practices.  

 

Prerequisites and Enrollment 

 

The course is designed primarily for students in the Master’s program of the Hochschule 

für Politik / Bavarian School of Public Policy, but open to others. It provides a multi- and 

trans-disciplinary social scientific introduction to the topic; no previous knowledge of 

regulatory politics or antitrust law, economics, and policies is expected.  
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Schedule and Readings 

 

Session 1: Introduction.  What is the Platform Economy? – October 18, 2021 

 

Kenney, M. and Zysman, J., 2016. The rise of the platform economy. Issues in Science and 

Technology 32(3). 

 

Srnicek, N., 2017. The challenges of platform capitalism: Understanding the logic of a new 

business model. Juncture 23(4): 254-257. 

 

Furman, Jason. 2020. “The value and challenge of regulating Big Tech,” Harvard 

Kennedy School. 

 

Podcast: Listen to “Kara Swisher Explains the High Costs of ‘Big Tech,” < 

https://www.futurity.org/kara-swisher-podcast-big-tech-2555722-2/>.  

 

 

PART I: THEORY and BACKGROUND 

 

Session 2: Theory I: The Rationales Behind Regulation and the Regulatory State 

– Oct. 25, 2021. 

 

Stiglitz, J. “Government Failure vs. Market Failure: Principles of Regulation.” In 

Government and Markets: Towards a New Theory of Regulation, edited by Edward J. 

Balleisen and David A. Moss. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2010: 13-51. 

 

Jordana, Jacint and David Levi-Faur. [Selection from:] “The Politics of Regulation in the 

Age of Governance.” In The Politics of Regulation: Institutions and Regulatory Reforms 

in the Age of Governance, edited by Jordana and Levi-Faur. Northampton, MA: Edward 

Elgar Publishing, 2004: 1-15. [See Moodle]. 

 

Vogel, Steven K. “Why Freer Markets Need More Rules.” In Creating Competitive 

Markets: The Politics of Regulatory Reform, edited by Marc K. Landy, Martin A. Levin 

and Martin Shapiro. Brookings Institution Press.  

 

Optional background (not required): 

Moran, M. (2002). ‘Review Article: Understanding the Regulatory State. British Journal of 

Political Science 32(2), 391-413. [See Moodle]. 

 

Majone, G (1997), ‘From the Positive to the Regulatory State: Causes and Consequences of 

Changes in the Mode of Governance’ Journal of Public Policy 17(2), 139-68. 

[See Moodle] . 

 

 

**Class will not meet Monday, Nov. 1, 2021 because of a holiday.** 

 

 

 

https://www.nbp.pl/badania/seminaria/25x2016_2.pdf
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/newe.12023?casa_token=8BhiHCn64UQAAAAA:QyVGkquizPywyCx3Pfwcx2zzL73UA77UNvSvN6WJK5o8GRKpxBNz1-P4jp35jPeNNUD8r1xseSUmWnY
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/newe.12023?casa_token=8BhiHCn64UQAAAAA:QyVGkquizPywyCx3Pfwcx2zzL73UA77UNvSvN6WJK5o8GRKpxBNz1-P4jp35jPeNNUD8r1xseSUmWnY
https://www.hks.harvard.edu/faculty-research/policy-topics/business-regulation/value-and-challenges-regulating-big-tech
https://www.futurity.org/kara-swisher-podcast-big-tech-2555722-2/
https://academiccommons.columbia.edu/doi/10.7916/D82F7V5C
https://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~svogel/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/Vogel-Why-Freer-Markets-Need-More-Rules-2007.pdf
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Session 3: Theory II: Regulatory Capture– Nov. 8, 2021 

 

Munger, Michael C. “ Regulation.” Encyclopedia of Libertarianism. Washington: 

Cato Institute, 2010: 418-420.  

 

Dal Bó, E. (2006) ‘Regulatory Capture: A Review’ Oxford Review of Economic Policy, 

22(2): 203-25. 

 

Carpenter, DA and Moss, DA (2014) ‘Introduction’ in D.A. Carpenter and D.A. Moss 

(eds). Preventing Regulatory Capture, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press. 

 

Short article: 

Schechner, Sam and Nick Kostov. “Google and Facebook Likely to Benefit from 

Europe’s Privacy Crackdown.” The Wall Street Journal 23 April 2018. 

 

Recommended background (not required):  

 

Stigler, George J. 1971. “The Theory of Economic Regulation.” Bell Journal of 

Economics and Management Science 2(1). [See Moodle]. 

 

Yandle, B. “Bootleggers and Baptists.” Regulation 7(3): 12-16.  

 

 

Session 4: Theory III: Political Frameworks – Nov. 15, 2021 

 

Wilson, James Q. “The Politics of Regulation.” In The Politics of Regulation, edited 

by James Q. Wilson. New York: Basic Books, 1980: 357-394. [See Moodle]. Be sure 

to have read pages 357-372. 

 

Thatcher, M. and Sweet, A.S., 2002. Theory and practice of delegation to non-majoritarian 

institutions. West European Politics, 25(1), pp.1-22. 

 

Guidi, M., Guardiancich, I. and Levi‐Faur, D., 2020. Modes of regulatory governance: A 

political economy perspective. Governance, 33(1), pp.5-19. 

 

Recommended background (not required):  

Carrigan, C. and Coglianese, C., 2011. The politics of regulation: From new 

institutionalism to new governance. Annual Review of Political Science, 14, pp.107-129. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.libertarianism.org/encyclopedia/regulation
http://faculty.haas.berkeley.edu/Dalbo/Regulatory_Capture_Published.pdf
http://www.tobinproject.org/sites/tobinproject.org/files/assets/Introduction%20from%20Preventing%20Regulatory%20Capture.pdf
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-europes-new-privacy-rules-favor-google-and-facebook-1524536324
https://www.wsj.com/articles/how-europes-new-privacy-rules-favor-google-and-facebook-1524536324
https://www.cato.org/sites/cato.org/files/serials/files/regulation/1983/5/v7n3-3.pdf
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/713601583?casa_token=z3jmS6GO4P8AAAAA:00qZHrg6V-yh6Tja6LEaRzh_S06DxdlNI1ofBbSaFgLHXpv1ABTcZfg0AAf6aOOilRcB6zcMfc9CsaU
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/713601583?casa_token=z3jmS6GO4P8AAAAA:00qZHrg6V-yh6Tja6LEaRzh_S06DxdlNI1ofBbSaFgLHXpv1ABTcZfg0AAf6aOOilRcB6zcMfc9CsaU
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/gove.12479?casa_token=k6hqVEr9HwkAAAAA:EViinEK-Ow6PRUkTRx6HYGKqtaxWi2baESOROGpqabhjMqY9Pw2Xf2H_UrjUYQN5LlaLez8Cxy-KHaI
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/pdf/10.1111/gove.12479?casa_token=k6hqVEr9HwkAAAAA:EViinEK-Ow6PRUkTRx6HYGKqtaxWi2baESOROGpqabhjMqY9Pw2Xf2H_UrjUYQN5LlaLez8Cxy-KHaI
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev.polisci.032408.171344
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev.polisci.032408.171344
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Part II: The Political Economy of the Platform Economy 

 

Session 5: The ‘Hidden’ Developmental State and the Rise of Big Tech – Nov. 22, 

2021 

 

Mazzucato, Marianna, 2013. The Entrepreneurial State. Chapters 2, 4 and 5 [See Moodle]. 

 

Block, Fred, 2008. Swimming against the current: The rise of a hidden developmental state 

in the United States. Politics & society, 36(2), pp.169-206 

 

 

 

Session 6: Political Economy II:  Platform Capitalism - Nov. 29, 2021 

 

Belleflamme, P. and Peitz, M., 2018. Platforms and network effects. In Handbook of Game 

Theory and Industrial Organization, Volume II. Edward Elgar Publishing. 

 

Cohen, Julie. 2017. Law for the Platform Economy. UC Davis Law Review. *Read only 

pages 133-153 

 

Rahman, K.S. and Thelen, K., 2019. The rise of the platform business model and the 

transformation of twenty-first-century capitalism. Politics & Society, 47(2), pp.177-204.  

 

Pasquale, F. 2016. “Two Narratives of Platform Capitalism,” Yale Law and Policy 

Review 35: 309. [short article] 

 

Additional background (not required): 

Liebowitz, Stan J. and Stephen E. Margolis. 1998. Network Externalities (Effects). 

 

Arthur, Brian W. 1989. “Competing Technologies, Increasing Returns, and Lock-In by 

Historical Events.” The Economic Journal 99(394): 116- 131 (skim) 

 

Schwartz, Herman. 2021. Global secular stagnation and the rise of intellectual property 

monopoly, Review of International Political Economy, DOI: 

10.1080/09692290.2021.1918745  

 

Kenney, M., Zysman, J., & Bearson, D. (2020). Transformation or Structural Change? 

What Polanyi Can Teach Us About the Platform Economy. Sociologica, 14(3), 227-240. 

 

  

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0032329208318731?casa_token=WIPxQ4qTLxMAAAAA:Guo1WjpVMciNm9TtVcH5YsuSy9rCJ1DNeqjB47F7Guyv4z7Hiku5SYWZbaFlR9ovobPr88rY_9mu_A
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0032329208318731?casa_token=WIPxQ4qTLxMAAAAA:Guo1WjpVMciNm9TtVcH5YsuSy9rCJ1DNeqjB47F7Guyv4z7Hiku5SYWZbaFlR9ovobPr88rY_9mu_A
https://madoc.bib.uni-mannheim.de/41306/1/16-14_Belleflamme%20Peitz.pdf
https://scholarship.law.georgetown.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=3033&context=facpub
https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_3036255/component/file_3240566/content
https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_3036255/component/file_3240566/content
https://digitalcommons.law.umaryland.edu/fac_pubs/1582
https://www.utdallas.edu/~liebowit/palgrave/network.html
http://dimetic.dime-eu.org/dimetic_files/Lect%204%20to%20Cowan%20-%20Arthur.pdf
http://dimetic.dime-eu.org/dimetic_files/Lect%204%20to%20Cowan%20-%20Arthur.pdf
https://uva.theopenscholar.com/files/hermanschwartz/files/stagnation.pdf
https://uva.theopenscholar.com/files/hermanschwartz/files/stagnation.pdf
https://sociologica.unibo.it/article/view/11475
https://sociologica.unibo.it/article/view/11475
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Session 7: Political Economy III-Platform Power and Regulatory Politics (Dec. 6, 

2021) 

 

Atal, M.R., 2020. The Janus faces of Silicon Valley. Review of International Political 

Economy, 28(2), pp.336-350 

 

Culpepper, P.D. and Thelen, K., 2020. Are we all Amazon primed? Consumers and the 

politics of platform power. Comparative Political Studies, 53(2), pp.288-318. 

 

Cioffi, J.W., Kenney, M. and Zysman, J., 2021. Platform Power and Regulatory Politics: 

Polanyi for the 21st Century. BRIE Working Paper.  

 

How Big Tech money skews the European playing-field. Sept 1, 2021. Social Europe. 

[short article]. 

 

Recommended background: 

Boyer, R., 2021. Platform capitalism: a socio-economic analysis. Socio-Economic Review.  

 

 

Part III: Regulating Big Tech 

 

Session 8: Concentration, Market Power and Antitrust – Dec. 13, 2021 

 

Kenney, M., Bearson, D. and Zysman, J., 2021. The platform economy matures: measuring 

pervasiveness and exploring power. Socio-Economic Review. 

 

Khan, Lina. 2017. “Amazon’s Antitrust Paradox,” Yale Law Journal 126: 710-805.  

 

Read one of the two articles below: 

Gutiérrez, G., & Philippon, T. (2018). How EU Markets Became More Competitive than US 

Markets: A Study of Institutional Drift (No. w24700). NBER. 

 

Foster, C. 2021. Varieties of Neoliberalism: Courts, Competition Paradigms and the 

Atlantic Divide in Antitrust. Forthcoming in Socio-Economic Review.  

 

Recommended background (not required):  

Monopoly by the Numbers, OPEN MARKETS INSTITUTE, 

 

Santesteban, C. and Longpre, S., 2020. How Big Data Confers Market Power to Big Tech: 

Leveraging the Perspective of Data Science. The Antitrust Bulletin, 65(3), pp.459-485 

 

Khan, Lina. 2020. The End of Antitrust History Revisited, Harvard Law Review. 

 

Wright, J.D., Dorsey, E., Klick, J. and Rybnicek, J.M., 2019. Requiem for a paradox: the 

dubious rise and inevitable fall of hipster antitrust. Arizona State Law Journal 51: 293-369. 

 

Grullon, G., Larkin, Y. and Michaely, R., 2019. “Are US Industries Becoming More 

Concentrated?” Review of Finance, 23(4), pp.697-74. [skim] 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/09692290.2020.1830830?casa_token=sOzhUQwUMn0AAAAA:pId12Fce7BLWSDwRJFZBjgHV_OepaAO0NF8hoLUm4fIgHqrQMVmyDIRa2Nzf0nN8RKNOYY3a6KNqQhg
https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_3070468/component/file_3289366/content
https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_3070468/component/file_3289366/content
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/John-Cioffi/publication/353277388_Platform_Power_and_Regulatory_Politics_Polanyi_for_the_21st_Century_Platform_Power_and_Regulatory_Politics_Polanyi_for_the_21_st_Century/links/60f0d6cc16f9f313008757de/Platform-Power-and-Regulatory-Politics-Polanyi-for-the-21st-Century-Platform-Power-and-Regulatory-Politics-Polanyi-for-the-21-st-Century.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/John-Cioffi/publication/353277388_Platform_Power_and_Regulatory_Politics_Polanyi_for_the_21st_Century_Platform_Power_and_Regulatory_Politics_Polanyi_for_the_21_st_Century/links/60f0d6cc16f9f313008757de/Platform-Power-and-Regulatory-Politics-Polanyi-for-the-21st-Century-Platform-Power-and-Regulatory-Politics-Polanyi-for-the-21-st-Century.pdf
https://socialeurope.eu/how-big-tech-money-skews-the-european-playing-field
https://academic.oup.com/ser/advance-article/doi/10.1093/ser/mwaa055/6387571?casa_token=pKqGlpQreRsAAAAA:tYmV4hUXUxPV3E8YWU-jWboVAmfYXBO4zpguDTyaKxVOlUspB4wYU1bpxfRRs5znPLprv7ep8ocB
https://watermark.silverchair.com/mwab014.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAwgwggMEBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggL1MIIC8QIBADCCAuoGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMh4GwymoXk1xBPQkJAgEQgIICu51hGnPaowsQBbuXCvJz1oMFmK0TtNc6uRrt2XfE0iACfzd5fjhe2kzdYVt_FFsudIuD88jf-3eNOF-5sGPDFQ0pFj-sRqx-clKZhsKtKonXUtSXVSBi3APPJIl9xJXO8QS3vUmjISS0D1ILh_nXYFX_D0uOMkGduHqWamPsnmF9eNs0MYYXLYCJ2w98DBiXTwgiCHsShnB-Y-u2g_qenDL67yQZ_v2whKgLY5Hh0U8g-avKO6eFxpVX60wngZOpL_ozLlf_gWU_AOqZtQYxspTt54Yl-HhoJuXvC79hrMTRJ2LseS49f3t310E16JvnX_gmLuXPOKqtxbtdj9U2HgDpk_DiJDxBjXC-d02Z5xTQTvvdeM0a65KdJ5fcl0zS-1ducX5MU1OLaCKq-j0UyPc_QSIHC6LGeAgAsn1rHIuZoNZ5GjlU2q3XynPbaHGpmdHJ61PfnPRMfR1SuEVEWClRlZdLZ6fAc7-s4i1QKOH2zJkqVHA7pDLxCDv7yN6WM1oSCYM1f0xoiqgftEgCZpYjz3lfLJVkkkDbHtWCmwKzeGF5sGm5LQVlkZXxnAQWb6dfMNO9s0E9EebITU7gBnL37TAgZ_wKdNdvJRK5W5Mr-5EbiEahmGuuzjHaQ8eQWtqubsmgTHMru2Or0tkoY0LMiHEes1bpctXkm0-WGKbDSzvwvQOOVPlVYa13V-7xYE_7pz1TgDheewwmP1D-dcZ_uEyVOjROxcr3OMkH3P4WtuKUHqrjygE2Huu7Kznx2vC4jHiD_Mj1VDlrb15NYVYL0IrFWNVcxteqz8pPEYb6N4PjMCL_N3o7PYua7tLt3ineYDl-h6bpS2JVzoVJhzimZw4E9v_1Jsy0pVdGPn4jOS-wmYP4EGlAbqYGMK7fMCit1J2as1-kQMNzarfeCelZURnRGof-fIe-7g
https://watermark.silverchair.com/mwab014.pdf?token=AQECAHi208BE49Ooan9kkhW_Ercy7Dm3ZL_9Cf3qfKAc485ysgAAAwgwggMEBgkqhkiG9w0BBwagggL1MIIC8QIBADCCAuoGCSqGSIb3DQEHATAeBglghkgBZQMEAS4wEQQMh4GwymoXk1xBPQkJAgEQgIICu51hGnPaowsQBbuXCvJz1oMFmK0TtNc6uRrt2XfE0iACfzd5fjhe2kzdYVt_FFsudIuD88jf-3eNOF-5sGPDFQ0pFj-sRqx-clKZhsKtKonXUtSXVSBi3APPJIl9xJXO8QS3vUmjISS0D1ILh_nXYFX_D0uOMkGduHqWamPsnmF9eNs0MYYXLYCJ2w98DBiXTwgiCHsShnB-Y-u2g_qenDL67yQZ_v2whKgLY5Hh0U8g-avKO6eFxpVX60wngZOpL_ozLlf_gWU_AOqZtQYxspTt54Yl-HhoJuXvC79hrMTRJ2LseS49f3t310E16JvnX_gmLuXPOKqtxbtdj9U2HgDpk_DiJDxBjXC-d02Z5xTQTvvdeM0a65KdJ5fcl0zS-1ducX5MU1OLaCKq-j0UyPc_QSIHC6LGeAgAsn1rHIuZoNZ5GjlU2q3XynPbaHGpmdHJ61PfnPRMfR1SuEVEWClRlZdLZ6fAc7-s4i1QKOH2zJkqVHA7pDLxCDv7yN6WM1oSCYM1f0xoiqgftEgCZpYjz3lfLJVkkkDbHtWCmwKzeGF5sGm5LQVlkZXxnAQWb6dfMNO9s0E9EebITU7gBnL37TAgZ_wKdNdvJRK5W5Mr-5EbiEahmGuuzjHaQ8eQWtqubsmgTHMru2Or0tkoY0LMiHEes1bpctXkm0-WGKbDSzvwvQOOVPlVYa13V-7xYE_7pz1TgDheewwmP1D-dcZ_uEyVOjROxcr3OMkH3P4WtuKUHqrjygE2Huu7Kznx2vC4jHiD_Mj1VDlrb15NYVYL0IrFWNVcxteqz8pPEYb6N4PjMCL_N3o7PYua7tLt3ineYDl-h6bpS2JVzoVJhzimZw4E9v_1Jsy0pVdGPn4jOS-wmYP4EGlAbqYGMK7fMCit1J2as1-kQMNzarfeCelZURnRGof-fIe-7g
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Page?handle=hein.journals/ylr126&div=18&g_sent=1&casa_token=&collection=journals
https://www.nber.org/papers/w24700
https://www.nber.org/papers/w24700
https://ca62be66-d8c2-48eb-8734-300c76dc1a5f.filesusr.com/ugd/892c68_12bbdba9dfe54de98f52d13939bd8e5a.pdf
https://ca62be66-d8c2-48eb-8734-300c76dc1a5f.filesusr.com/ugd/892c68_12bbdba9dfe54de98f52d13939bd8e5a.pdf
https://openmarketsinstitute.org/explainer/monopoly-by-the-numbers
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0003603X20934212?casa_token=UwYV-DKOAGEAAAAA:uVnzWOohvZVh0ZqU2BVAibpbE-7pQN1j4JIa2dXq1p_nYHaTnjpdoWE7Txx2uJo2GdPUpJzMOpaHfA
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/0003603X20934212?casa_token=UwYV-DKOAGEAAAAA:uVnzWOohvZVh0ZqU2BVAibpbE-7pQN1j4JIa2dXq1p_nYHaTnjpdoWE7Txx2uJo2GdPUpJzMOpaHfA
https://harvardlawreview.org/2020/03/the-end-of-antitrust-history-revisited/
https://arizonastatelawjournal.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Wright-et-al.-Final.pdf
https://arizonastatelawjournal.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Wright-et-al.-Final.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/rof/article/23/4/697/5477414
https://academic.oup.com/rof/article/23/4/697/5477414
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Session 9: Regulating Labor Rights on Digital Platforms  - Dec. 20, 2021 

 

De Stefano, V., 2015. The rise of the just-in-time workforce: On-demand work, crowdwork, 

and labor protection in the gig-economy. Conditions of Work and Employment Series. 

International Labour Office.  

 

Kellogg, Katherine C., Melissa A. Valentine, and Angèle Christian. 2020. “Algorithms at 

work: The new contested terrain of control,” Academy of Management Annals 14(1): 366-

410. [See Moodle]. 

 

Thelen, K., 2018. Regulating Uber: The politics of the platform economy in Europe and the 

United States. Perspectives on Politics, 16(4), pp.938-95. 

 

Optional background (not required):  

 

Seidl, T., 2020. The politics of platform capitalism: A case study on the regulation of Uber 

in New York. Regulation & Governance. 

 

CNBC, “Europe Could Be Seeing the End of its Gig Economy,”  

 

“On the job but unprotected—why European welfare is failing gig workers,” 2021.  Politico 

 

Meyers, Z. 2021. “Driving Uncertainty: Labour Rights in the Gig Economy,” Centre 

for European Reform.  

 

 

Session 10: Regulating the “Sharing Economy” – Jan. 10, 2022 

 

Schor, J. B., & Vallas, S. P. (2021). The Sharing Economy: Rhetoric and Reality. Annual 

Review of Sociology, 47: 369-389. 

 

Edelman, Benjamin G. and Damien Geradin. “Efficiencies and Regulatory Shortcuts: 

How Should We Regulate Companies Like Airbnb and Uber?” Stanford Technology 

Law Review vol.19 no.2 (2016): 293-328.  

 

Ryan Calo & Alex Rosenblat. 2017. “The Taking Economy: Uber, Information, and 

Power,” 117 Columbia Law Review 1623 [See Moodle]. [skim]. 

 

Podcast: Knowledge@Wharton. “When Business Blows Up Policy: How to Regulate 

Disruptions.” 27 July 2018. (28:55 minutes). 

 

Optional background (not required): 

 

Biber, Eric, Sarah E. Light, J.B. Ruhl and James E. Salzman. “Regulating Business 

Innovation as Policy Disruption: From the Model T to Airbnb.” Vanderbilt Law Research 

Paper no.17-24, 2017.[skim]  

 

 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/publication/wcms_443267.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_protect/---protrav/---travail/documents/publication/wcms_443267.pdf
http://www.angelechristin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Algorithms-at-Work_Annals.pdf
http://www.angelechristin.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Algorithms-at-Work_Annals.pdf
https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_3010734/component/file_3186666/content
https://pure.mpg.de/rest/items/item_3010734/component/file_3186666/content
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/rego.12353?casa_token=PLGFa7X81KQAAAAA:MFRQjm2GNP6wJBFMbTGCF1FUI-IYmYVb_b7x82_uwXNGC0kdcVqpudarl-Ergai7LuC487AnoYXT8PU
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/rego.12353?casa_token=PLGFa7X81KQAAAAA:MFRQjm2GNP6wJBFMbTGCF1FUI-IYmYVb_b7x82_uwXNGC0kdcVqpudarl-Ergai7LuC487AnoYXT8PU
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/04/12/europe-could-be-seeing-the-end-of-its-gig-economy-deliveroo-uber.html
https://www.politico.eu/article/europe-welfare-systems-failing-gig-workers/
https://www.cer.eu/insights/driving-uncertainty-labour-rights-gig-economy
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/pdf/10.1146/annurev-soc-082620-031411?casa_token=9gdbAiP513YAAAAA:AFKTdiTCTN6g-iNDyx2RwSXqSNqjjwy0L_QnpdWX8CL7P1VJwWQik5n539X0t81-gOjz68GarqaZOQ
https://law.stanford.edu/publications/efficiencies-and-regulatory-shortcuts-how-should-we-regulate-companies-like-airbnb-and-uber/
https://law.stanford.edu/publications/efficiencies-and-regulatory-shortcuts-how-should-we-regulate-companies-like-airbnb-and-uber/
https://digitalcommons.law.uw.edu/faculty-articles/47
https://digitalcommons.law.uw.edu/faculty-articles/47
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/when-business-blows-up-policy-how-to-regulate-disruptions/
https://knowledge.wharton.upenn.edu/article/when-business-blows-up-policy-how-to-regulate-disruptions/
https://scholarship.law.vanderbilt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1085&context=vlr
https://scholarship.law.vanderbilt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1085&context=vlr
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Session 11: Regulating Data Privacy/ Ownership  - Jan. 17, 2022 

 

Zuboff, S., 2015. Big other: surveillance capitalism and the prospects of an information 

civilization. Journal of information technology, 30(1), pp.75-89. 

 

Pohle, J. and Thiel, T., 2020. Digital sovereignty. Internet Policy Review, 9(4), pp.1-19 

 

Laurer, Moritz, and Timo Seidl. “Regulating the European Data‐Driven Economy: A Case 

Study on the General Data Protection Regulation.” Policy & Internet 13.2 (2021): 257-277. 

[see Moodle]. 

 

Chakravorti, Bhaskar. 2020. Why companies make it so hard for users to control their data. 

Harvard Business Review. [short article]. 

 

Optional background:  

 

Cohen. Julie. 2017. The Biopolitical Public Domain: The Legal Construction of the 

Surveillance Economy. Philosophy and Technology. 

 

European Commission, “Factsheet on the ‘right to be forgotten’ ruling (C-131/12)”  

 

Gary Marsden, “Post-GDPR Developments on Data Protection and Privacy Regulations 

Around the World”, Security Boulevard  

 

“WhatsApp fined 225M euros for not telling users how it shared data with Facebook,” 

Financial Times  

 

Making the Digital Services Act Work for Consumers. BEUC [The European Consumer 

Organization]. 

 

 

Session 12: Regulating ‘Fake News’, Protecting Independent Journalism– Jan. 

24, 2022 

 

Nechushtai, E., 2018. Could digital platforms capture the media through infrastructure?. 

Journalism, 19(8), pp.1043-1058 

 

Bell, Emily and Taylor Owen. 2017. “The Platform Press: How Silicon Valley 

Reengineered Journalism.” CJR Report. [short] 

 

Google Blog. 2021. “Research: What really happened to newspaper revenue.” [short] 

 

Ingram, M. 2020. “Should Google and Facebook be Forced to Pay for Content?” Columbia 

Journalism Review. [short] 

 

Juntusen, Laura and Hannu Nieminen. 2019. The Future of National News Agencies in 

Europe. London School of Economics [see Moodle]. 

 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1057/jit.2015.5
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1057/jit.2015.5
https://www.econstor.eu/bitstream/10419/233109/1/1755313594.pdf
https://hbr.org/2020/01/why-companies-make-it-so-hard-for-users-to-control-their-data
http://blog.lavoiedubitcoin.info/public/Benkler/SSRN-id2666570.pdf
http://blog.lavoiedubitcoin.info/public/Benkler/SSRN-id2666570.pdf
https://www.inforights.im/media/1186/cl_eu_commission_factsheet_right_to_be-%20forgotten.pdf
https://securityboulevard.com/2019/11/post-gdpr-%20developments-on-data-protection-and-privacy-regulations-around-the-world/
https://securityboulevard.com/2019/11/post-gdpr-%20developments-on-data-protection-and-privacy-regulations-around-the-world/
https://www.ft.com/content/bea42671-d940-461b-b550-9700fbf322b8
https://www.beuc.eu/publications/beuc-x-2020-031_making_the_digital_services_act_work_for_consumers_-_beucs_recommendations.pdf
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1464884917725163?casa_token=hQs19yoDmbkAAAAA:aptoNxpj672J2x03sVJ1rOMq62LWFcgotws2oqXfWerAPcxmJJefDvkb3v4UgGUsG7im9yQzPMfKzQ
https://www.cjr.org/tow_center_reports/platform-press-how-silicon-valley-reengineered-journalism.php
https://www.cjr.org/tow_center_reports/platform-press-how-silicon-valley-reengineered-journalism.php
https://blog.google/around-the-globe/google-europe/research-what-really-happened-newspaper-revenue/
https://www.cjr.org/the_media_today/should-google-and-facebook-be-forced-to-pay-for-content.php
https://www.lse.ac.uk/media-and-communications/research/research-projects/news-agencies
https://www.lse.ac.uk/media-and-communications/research/research-projects/news-agencies
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Session 13: Regulating Social Media, Defending Liberal Democracy – Jan. 31, 

2022 

 

Tucker, J.A., Theocharis, Y., Roberts, M.E. and Barberá, P., 2017. “From Liberation to 

Turmoil: Social Media and Democracy,” Journal of Democracy 28(4): 46-59. [see 

Moodle]. 

 

Zhuravskaya, E., Petrova, M. and Enikolopov, R., 2020. Political effects of the internet and 

social media. Annual Review of Economics, 12, pp.415-438 

 

Fukuyama, F. “Making the Internet Safe for Democracy,” Journal of Democracy. [See 

Moodle]. 

 

 

Session 14: Presentation of Paper Ideas – Feb. 7, 2022. 

 

The following texts may be helpful when writing your papers: 

 

King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. [Selections from:] Designing 

Social Inquiry: Scientific Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press, 1994: 3, 6f, 9-12, 12-19, 23, 25f, 32f, 46, 55-57, 63, 

75-95, 128-135. 

 

Büthe, Tim. “Writing an Analytical Paper in Political Science.” MimeoFile. [See Moodle] 

 

George, Alexander L. and Andrew Bennett. "Advantages and Limitations of Case  Studies." 

[Selection from chapter 1 of:] Case Studies and Theory Development in the Social Sciences. 

Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2005: 17-22. [See Moodle]. 

 

Munck, Gerardo L. “Tools for Qualitative Research.” In Rethinking Social Inquiry: 

Diverse Tools, Shared Standards, edited by Henry E. Brady and David Collier. Lanham, 

MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2004: 105-121. [See Moodle]. 

 

 

https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-economics-081919-050239
https://www.annualreviews.org/doi/full/10.1146/annurev-economics-081919-050239
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/787834
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